
HAS COVID-19 MADE
SOCIETY MORE

HUMAN?



When the pandemic first hit, I struggled to adjust to
a slower pace of life, I found myself longing to return to the

hustle and bustle of working in the City and missing things that
really aren’t very important. 

As I write this blog I’m sitting in my garden in what can only be
described as tropical weather, watching the birds fight for

position on the feeding table (I’ll refer to this again shortly) and
sipping a nice cold soft drink (that may actually be a beer).

City….what City?!



Earlier this week I had a very pleasant and
comprehensive conversation with a senior candidate who

inspired me to write this blog. It wasn’t the usual swift
introduction and exchange of pleasantries before diving into the

business nitty gritty; what are you looking for, why are
you looking for a new role, what are your ambitions and

aspirations etc, and of course…details about compensation. 

I firmly believe that recruitment is about building long term
relationships but almost each and every relationship any of

us have will have started in a similar way and probably lasting no
more than ten minutes.



Now the aforementioned conversation was very
different. It started with the usual pleasantries

of course but then took an unexpected turn. We discussed the
weather, my girlfriend’s chickens and the cows in the adjoining
field and the array of birds who visit my new bird feeding table,

and we were not finished there. 

We moved onto how Miss X has found lockdown living alone
and how she has enjoyed seeing her neighbours cat who visits
daily. We then progressed to the original reason for the call,
career related subjects and compensation and the entire call

lasted approximately 20 – 25 minutes.



As we concluded our call, Miss X commented “I think Covid-19
has made people more human”, and I’m inclined to agree. This
time last year the time pressures of work would undoubtedly

have brought the call to an abrupt end, ensuring our
conversation never made it as far as this insightful remark. 

From a personal perspective I think I’ve become a more
tolerant driver, a more patient shopper and generally a nicer
person to be around (not sure the Mrs will agree), and I have

seen the same politeness and community spirit in many people
around me.

But why???



Is it because our current situation has changed me as a person or
anyone else for that matter? I don’t think so. But I have realised
there are more important things in life than rushing around from
task to task, getting to work or home earlier than planned, and

generally living a manic existence. 

I spend less time on the train, less time in the gym and have
more time to stop and think. I have more time to be considerate

and I feel we are all in this together, we are all on the same
team.



This seems to be a long-winded way of saying, yes, I agree with
Miss X (who I shall send this blog and thank her for her

inspiration). Covid-19 has made people more human and will
change the way I interact with friends, family and society in the
future. I feel my new outlook on life will make a more diligent

recruiter and better human being. 
 

Stay safe out there people! I look forward to hearing your 
views and comments.


